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United States Government - ' Department of Energy

memorandum - o AT

DATE: MAR 14 1554

REfLY TO

_aTmor: EM-453 (J. Clocco, 903-7459) ~

sussect:  Comments for Rocky Flats Draft Phase I Remedial Field Investigation/Remedial
Investigation Technical Memorandum Number 1, Inside Building Closures
(Operable Unit 15), February 1994

TO:

B. Fitch, Rocky Flats Office

The O0ffice of Southwestern Area Programs, Rocky Flats (RF) Branch, has
reviewed the "Draft Phase I Remedial Field Investigation (RFI)/Remedial
Investigation (RI) Teciinical Memorandum Number 1, RF Plant, Inside Building
Closures (Operable Unit 15)" February 1994, document. Please address the
attached comments during the document finalization process.

Our main concern with the document is as follows:

Section 7 indicates that upon receipt of comments this document will lLe
modified and the title changed to "Draft Phase I RFI/RI.* The document is
not presently formatted as required in the Interagency Agreement.
Specifically, the document does not contain a Preliminary Site
Characterization, Baseline Risk Assessment, or Environmental Evaluation. If
Rocky Flats Plant has been provided direction from the regulators that this
information is unnecessary for this report, then the document introduction
should snclude the appropriate references.

Plcase contact me at 301-003-8191 or Jeff Ciocco at 301-903-7459 if you have
any questions regarding these comments.

B 617\ gitar Rempertaap

Chief

Rocky Flats Branch

Rocky Flats/Albugquerque Production Division
0ffice of Southwestern Area Programs
Environmental Rastoration

Attachment

cc w/Attachment:

R. Schassburger, RF
S. Grace, RF

¢c w/oc Attachment:
C. Gesalman, EM-453
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DOCUMENT REVIEW: DRAFT PHASE I Remedial Field Investigation/Remedial
Invastigation TECHNICAL MENORANDUM HUMBER 1, ROCKY FLATS PLAHT INSIDE
BUILDING CLOSURES - ) -
(OPERABLE UNIT 15) -
PUBLISHED: FEBRUARY 1984

GENERAL COMMENTS

1.

The source of beryllium contamination and how this contamination is ta be
addressed should be Turther explained. Although beryllium is detected at
several Individual Hazardous Substance Sites (IHSSs), the document
concludes that such beryllium (see Specific Comment 11) will not affect
pursuing clean closure and should be addressed as a general building
concern. Please elaborate as to how the beryllium contamination will be
addressed and how the data collected during this action will be
incorporated into further inves:igations. Clean closure of the IHSSs may
be inappropriate before the beryllium contamination issue is resolved.

The report presents two instances, Specific Comments 7 and 10, where
detection levels werc higher than the screenin? levels. The report should
discuss whether these detections were the result of the screening level
being reduced after the surveys or if proposed detectxon Timits were not
achieved during this investigation.

The engineering drawings in Figures 2-2 to 2-20 are presented without a
scale. Please provide the scale for each drawing,

SPECIFIC COMMENTS

1.

Section 1.4, page (p.) 1-5, last paragraph, first sentence: The sentence
states that Section 2.0 of this document summarizes the Field Sampling
Plan. However, the section summarizes only the quantity and locaticn of
the samples collected during the Phase I Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act Facility, Investigation (RF1)/Remedial Investigation (RI)
process and the rationale for the sampling is essentially explained in
Section 3. The text would be much clearer if Section 2 is merged into
Section 3.

Section 2.4, p. 2-8, second paragraph: Please provide a summary table
showing the results of the quality control sampling. The 1isting in
Sect;on 3 does not provide a specific break-out providing these sample
results.,

Section 2 5, 2-10, first paragraph: Please clarify the system
Timitations that did not allow for input of sample locations. If the
systeg,was unable to track sample locations, then please explain how this
information will not be “lost™ over time.

1
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Section 3.0, p. 3.1, second paragraph: If possible the data presented in
the tables should be identified as validated or invalidated. If this
report is going to be used for making the decision not to conduct planned
field work, then rerrcsentation of invalidated data is necessary to
adequately evaluate the decision for No Further Action at these IHSSs.

Section 4.0, p. 4-1, first paragraph: Please clarify the purpose of the
screening process that is used. It appears that the screen is to both
include and exclude contaminants of concern, but the process is not well
described.

Section 4.0, p. ¢-1, second paragraph: Please clarify the Jast sentence
in this paragraph. Specifically {dentify what constitutes "chemical
quality assurance reasons.”

Section 4.0, p. 4-2, last paragraph: The text indicates that the fixed
‘alpha and beta-radiation survey will not be evaluated further because of
the high detection 1imit and the variability of the results. This
decision raises the question concerning the original goals and data
q$a1ity objectives of the fixed alpha-and beta-radiation survey. Please
clarify.

Section 5.1, p. 5-6, last paragraph: This paragraph indicates that a more
conservative dust-loading valua (Hawley, 1985) is used instead of the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) approach. Please explain why a more
canservative dust load value is used, (i.e., does the NRC approach cause
unacceptable uncertainty or risk).

Section 6.2, p, 6-3, sccond Baragraph: The chemical constituent
. bis(2~ethylhexyl)phthalate (DEHP) detected is interpreted to be .the result
of the use of plastic components in the hot water rinsate, If the
interpretation has not been tested by sampling the water in contact with
plastic component, then DEHP should not be eliminated as a chemical of
concern. If this has been done, then the results of the study should be
referenced in the text. .

. Section 6.4.1.1, p. 6-7, third paragraph, second sentence: The sentence
states that the method detection Timit for beryllium is substantially
above the screening level. As shown in Table 5-3, the noncarcinogenic
screening level is 9660 mg/kg and carcinogenic screening level is 1.24
mg/kg. It is unclear why the method detection Timit is substantially
above these levels. Please indicate the method detection limit. In
addition, if the method detection 1imit is substantially higher, the
function of the conservative screening level is unclear. Please clarify.

. Section 6.4.1.1, p. 6-7, third paragraph: The text states that the
beryllium may be associated with other operations in Building 865 and is
not associated specifically to IHSS 179; therefore, "further action on
beryllium contamination should not be required to clean close IHSS 179."



12.

13.

The same conclusions are also drawn for other IHSSs discussed in this
technical memorandum. Regardless of the source of the contamination, it
is not clear how clean closure could be reached if the IHSSs have been
contaminated. Please clarify. ) ~ ‘

Table 6-1, p. 6-25: 7The footnoted information and correspanding text
recommendations indicate that additional activity is going to take place
at IHSSs 211 and 217. Therefore, the use aof No Further Action for these
IHSSs is misleading. Tha recommendations presented for action should be
detajled and a schedule prasented for accamplishing those actions
attached. Specifically provide how the soil surrounding the 881 footing
drain 7111 be studied and the schedule for fume hood and lab table
removal.

Section 7.0, p. 7-1: It is proposed that "upon resolution and
incorporation of all comments on Technical Memorandum Number 1, the
revised document will be submitted as the Draft Phase I RFI/RI Report for
Operable Unit 15." Scction 3.0 indicates that the results presented in
the section contain invalidated data and the data will be incorporated
into the Phase I RFI/RI Report after the data validation process. In

addition, the Interagency Agreement requires that the Draft Phase I RFI/RI .

Report must contain & Baseline Risk Assaessment (BRA). Please jindicate
how the incerporation of the newly validated data will fit into the
schedule, which indicates that a report will be ready by April 8, 1994,
and whether a complete BRA will be performed after the completion of data
validation.
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